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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to Remarks received 12/18/2006. Claims 1-21 and 23- 
25 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant has argued, in substance, the following: 

(A) In reference to the 35 U.S.C. 1 12 second paragraph rejection, as noted on page 7 of 
Remarks, the term 'command line utility' is consistent with and does not contradict definitions 
provided by Examiner. Additionally Applicant points to the Specification, page 4 for support for 
the limitation. 

Examiner's Response: 

The Specification, page 4, recites: 

By way of example, consider a situation in which an executing application needs information of 
the type provided by command line utility CMD-UTIL, where CMD-UTIL represents any utility 
executable from a command line prompt (e.g., the 6 dir' directory command of a Microsoft 
WINDOWS operating system or the 'head' command of an UNIX operating system). In 
accordance with the invention, the application invokes a system call of the form: 
CMD-UTIL [PARAM] | REDIRECT ID..." 

Examiner asks whether the 'executing application' is a command prompt terminal, screen such 
as can be found in a Microsoft environment? Does this terminal screen application invoke a 
command line utility? If so, Buxton, discloses a user interface / command line interpreter (col. 
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8: 45-47) and components that register themselves in registry with WIN 32 APIs (col. 9: 5-6). 
Col. 10: 1-4, "In addition to component contents 302... a number of entries in the system registry 
250, in the form of registry keys or subkeys, are associated with each component." Qureshi 
provides more specific registration details by disclosing, (col. 3: 26-46) "a registration system for 
registering configuration information for an application program. . .The application program has a 
setup program (invoke a call of a command line utility) for storing configuration information in 
the registry during registration. . .passing to the registration routine a configuration file that 
contains a description of the configuration information to be loaded into the registry for the 
application program. . . The invoked registration routine opens the indicated configuration file 
and retrieves the description of the configuration information to be loaded. The registration 
routine (output from the utility is stored in the registry / system storage at a location identified by 
the identifier / key) then stores the configuration information in the registry. . ." Output is 
'redirected* to the registry. 

(B) Applicant has argued (page 9, 1 st full paragraph), "These registration routines are not 
command line utilities. 

Examiner' Response: Examiner disagrees. As noted above, Buxton, discloses a user interface / 
command line interpreter (col. 8: 45-47) and components that register themselves in registry with 
WIN 32 APIs (col. 9: 5-6). Col. 10: 1-4, "In addition to component contents 302.. .a number of 
entries in the system registry 250, in the form of registry keys or subkeys, are associated with 
each component." Qureshi provides more specific registration details by disclosing, (col. 3: 26- 
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46) "a registration system (utilities) for registering configuration information for an application 
program. . .The application program has a setup program (invoke a call of a command line utility) 
for storing configuration information. 

(C) As noted on page 8, bottom paragraph, "There is absolutely no suggestion anywhere in 
Buxton that the OLE libraries are able to call WIN 32 APIs to modify the operating system 
registry are executable from a command line prompt." 

Examiner's Response: 

Examiner disagrees. As noted above, Buxton, discloses a user interface implemented with a 
command line interpreter (user interface at command line prompt) (col. 8: 45-47) and 
components that register themselves in registry with WIN 32 APIs (col. 9: 5-6). Col. 8: 45, 
"enables a user to interact" (are executable) Col. 10: 1-4, "In addition to component contents 
302. . .a number of entries in the system registry 250, in the form of registry keys or subkeys, are 
associated with each component." Qureshi provides more specific registration details by 
disclosing, (col. 3: 26-46) "a registration system (utilities) for registering configuration 
information for an application program. . .The application program has a setup program (invoke a 
call of a command line utility) for storing configuration information 

(D) As noted on page 9, 2 nd full paragraph, "a small executable program is not a command line 
utility that is executable from a command line prompt". 
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Examiner's Response: 

Examiner disagrees. A utility is a small program. Buxton disclosed a user interface to enter 
commands to result in modifying the registry. See comments in Examiner's responses above. 

Examiner maintains the rejections of the prior Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Where applicant acts as his or her own lexicographer to specifically define a term of a 
claim contrary to its ordinary meaning, the written description must clearly redefine the claim 
term and set forth the uncommon definition so as to put one reasonably skilled in the art on 
notice that the applicant intended to so redefine that claim term. Process Control Corp. v. 
HydReclaim Corp., 190 F.3d 1350, 1357, 52 USPQ2d 1029, 1033 (Fed. Cir. 1999). The term "a 
call of a command line utility. . .wherein the command line utility is a utility executable from a 
command line prompt" in claims 1,15, and 21 is used by the claim to mean "a utility that is 
capable of being executed from a command line prompt" (prompt meaning some type of visual 
indicator, such as a flashing *>' character in a shell terminal interface or user interface), while the 
accepted meaning is literally "a utility that is executed from a command line prompt". The term 
is indefinite because the specification does not clearly redefine the term. 
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Claim language recites: invoking, by an application, a call of a command line utility. Claim 
language, Specification, and drawings fail to provide a shell terminal interface or user interface, 
with a 'prompt' that awaits command line utility input from a user. Therefore, Examiner's 
broadest reasonable interpretation is that from within an executing application, a utility call / 
command is made to direct (redirect) and store output. Such an event includes storing and 
retrieving registry values. 

As defined in Operating Systems Second Edition, by H. M. Deitel (1990), p. 574: A command 
line consists of a command name (i.e. the name of an executable file), followed by a list of 
arguments separated by blanks. 

Examiner requests a clarification, and indication of support shown in the Specification, that an 
application invokes a call, of a command line utility, wherein the application call provides an 
identifier, within a shell terminal or user interface, as Applicant's amendment is suggesting. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-21 and 23-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U. 
S. Patent No. 6,182,279 to Buxton, in view of 5,758,154 to Qureshi. 
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Regarding claim 1, Buxton teaches: 

A method comprising: 

-invoking, by an application, a call of a command line utility, the application providing an 
identifier in the call of the command line utility, wherein the command line utility is a utility 
executable from a command line prompt; 

Buxton inherently invokes a utility (system level services / registry editor, col. 8, line 7) to 
modify and store the customized components created. An identifier is inherently provided to 
register the customized component in the registry. Col. 7, line 65-col. 8, line 10, "Container may 
comprise any stand alone application capable of embedding OLE controls. A container interacts 
with the WIN32 APIs through the OLE libraries in order to insert OLE objects or controls into 
the operating system registry. . .The OLE libraries function to call the WIN32 APIs to locate 
(using a type of identifier) registered objects in registry and to insert and create object dialog 
(utility calls identify objects inserted / created / modified in the registry)", (emphasis added) 

Official Notice is taken that an executable command to modify the registry, is capable of being 
executed from a command line prompt. 

-receiving output from the command line utility; 

As an example, a utility modifies (utility output) the registry (col. 8, lines 8-11). 

-storing the command line utility output in a system storage at a location identified by the 
identifier; 
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As an example, the information related to the modification of a component (utility output) is 
stored at a registry key (a location identified by the identifier). Also, see col. 14, lines 20-28. 

-retrieving, by the application, the command line utility output from the system storage at the 
location identified by the identifier. 

As an example, the OLE libraries use the registry key information (retrieve output from system 
storage at identifier location / registry key) to find information about the OLE control, (col. 10, 
lines 8-10) 

Buxton suggested receiving commands via command line, which results in modifying the 
registry (system storage) and storage. Buxton failed to specifically disclose a "command line 
utility". Buxton suggests that the command line input (an object that consists of modifications to 
base component) is directed (DIR utility - a command utility) to storage, and the registry is 
edited (a command utility), but did not explicitly disclose 'command line utility'. 

Qureshi clearly discloses (col. 3, lines 26-46) an application call to a registration routine 
('command line utility') via system calls, to store an identifier in the registry. 
Col. 4, lines 2-7, "When a computer program invokes (commands) the registration routine, it 
passes to the registration routine a configuration file that contain a description of the 
configuration information of the computer program. The registration routine open the 
configuration file and add the configuration information to the registry." Similar to Buxton's 
invention, Qureshi disclosed (col. 4, lines 58-67, "Moreover, when a new component is added to 
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an already installed application, the user previously was required to re-execute the entire 
installation procedure. With the registration DHRegisterServer routine, a new SRG file that 
includes only the configuration information required by the new component can be distributed 
along with the new component, and the registry can be properly updated by simply calling 
DHRegisterServer (a command line utility call ) and supplying as an argument the 
pathname of the SRG file containing the configuration information required by the new 
component." (emphasis added) Col. 5, lines 56-59, "The application programs invoke 
operating system routines (invoking by an application, a call of a command line utility) in order 
to access the various services provided by the operating system, including routines for reading 
and writing files. The application programs invoke the registration... routines provided by 
the registration DLL to register... configuration information, passing an indication SRG file that 
contains the configuration information to register (identifier)... The registration... routines of 
the registration DLL call operating system routines (utilities) to write information to the 
registry file..." (emphasis added) Col. 8, lines 48-67, "DHRegisterServer opens the specified 
key. . .calling the system routine RegOpenKey. . .DHRegisterServer creates the key in the 
registry. . .DHRegisterServer then calls the subroutine Process_key_values. . .The 
subroutine. . .returns TRUE. . .and returns FALSE. . " 

The following dictionary definitions further support the rejection: 

As defined in Microsoft Computer Dictionary, 5 th Edition, page 111, command line: A string of 
text written in the command language and passed to the command interpreter for execution, 
(emphasis added) As defined in Microsoft Computer Dictionary, 5 th Edition, page 544, utility: 
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A program designed to perform a particular function; the term usually refers to software that 
solves narrowly focused problems or those related to computer system management, (emphasis 
added) 

Regarding the Applicant's use of 'command line utilities', see Specification, page 1, lines 8-15. 
"Often, such system information is available only through command line (e.g., console) utilities. 
That is, utilities that are accessible only through a command line interface. Illustrative command 
line utilities include 'dir' and 'net view' commands available in the Microsoft WINDOWS 
operating system. . ." Page 2, lines 20-24, "In one illustrative embodiment, command line utility 
output is stored in a system registry database. . .In another illustrative embodiment, command line 
utility output is stored in a shared system memory." Page 4, line 10 recites an example of an 
application that invokes a system call. Page 5, lines 6-9, Applicant states, "It will be recognized 
that the registry is an operating system generated and maintained database which application 
programs, application setup programs, and the operating system itself use to store configuration 
information." Page 5, line 19-page 6, line 2, Applicant admits that various system calls (system 
utilities) defined in the registry application programming interface are used to add / delete / 
modify / store in the registry. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious, to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the 
invention, to have modified Buxton's GUI to include specific details related to system utilities / 
command line utilities for effectively accessing and/or interacting with system storage as 
suggested by Buxton (col. 8, lines 45-47). Furthermore, specific details, as disclosed by Qureshi, 
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commanding the modification of system storage (the registry), using such executable routines 
included in the registration DLL, redirecting the received output to be stored at a location 
identified by the identifier (registry keys and sub-keys), provide defined operating system 
commands used to provide options to a Windows language programmer for customizing the 
registry as needed for initialization, enhancing accessibility when a graphical user interface is not 
desired to support an executing program. WIN32 system utilities are. well known in the art and 
reflect knowledge of one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention. 

Regarding claim 2, Buxton teaches: 

-providing the identifier comprises providing an identifier that identifies one or more entries in a 
system registry database. 

(Fig. 2, item 205 and col. 13, lines 14-15, "...registry keys are created..." Also see col. 14, lines 
29-59, "To facilitate loading of template onto another system., .a number of registration key or 
subkey are included with template. Each template may have the keys 450A-I, as illustrated in 
Fig. 4C. . .Key 450H contains information indicating the name of the storage object in template 
storage file where initialization data. . .may be located. . .Key 4501 contains information 
identifying the CLSID...) 

Regarding claim 3, Buxton teaches: 

-providing a root key identifier. 

(Col. 11, line 2: "Most OLE object application information is stored in subkeys under the 
CSLID root key..." Also see col. 17, lines 35-41, "Component loader loads, verifies and checks 
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the license of a component by replacing in registry the InProcessSeryer 32 entry, i.e. key 
450A. . .and adding additional registry keys 450B-J, as previously described, that will let the 
component loader (receiving a root key identifier) then load the correct OLE control.") 

Regarding claim 4, Buxton teaches: 

-providing a sub-key identifier. 

(Col. 1 1 , line 2 and col. 14, line 3 1 : To facilitate loading of template. . .a number of registration 
or subkey are included with template. . .") 

Regarding claim 5, Buxton teaches: 

-system registry database comprises an operating system registry database. 

(Col. 4, line 49: "Operation of computer system is generally controlled. . .by operating system 

software, such as. . . Windows95 . . .") 

Regarding claim 6, Buxton teaches: 
-providing a system storage identifier. 

(Col. 12, lines 20-21 , . .users identify. . .templates to be packaged. . Also for another example 
of receiving a system storage identifier, see col. 20, lines 42-45, . .relevant character string 
from the registry is converted to CLSID. The component loader (receives a system storage 
identifier) then calls the GetClassObject to retrieve the real component's class factory. . .") 



Regarding claim 7, Buxton teaches: 
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-providing the system storage identifier comprises providing an identifier indicating a system 
registry. 

(Col. 10, line 66 - col. 11, line 4: A CLSED identifies the functionality of an object class that can 
display. . .access to property values. . .A subkey is used by an OLE to find out information about 
the control.") 

Regarding claim 8, Buxton teaches: 

-providing an identifier indicating shared system memory. 

(Col. 8, lines 6-7: "OLE libraries (shared) comprise the set of system-level services in 
accordance with the OLE specification. . .") 

Regarding claim 9, Buxton teaches: 

-providing the identifier indicating shared system memory identifies a system clipboard memory. 
(Col. 11, line 6: "An FORMATETC. . .is an OLE data structure which acts in a generalized 
clipboard format. . .") 

Regarding claims 10, Buxton teaches: 

-receiving output directly from the command line output utility. 

As an example, a utility modifies (utility output) the registry (col. 8, lines 8-11). 



Regarding claim 11, Buxton teaches: 
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-receiving output from the command line output utility through a subsequent command line 
output routine. 

As an example, (col. 8, lines 28-29) "Data items within the registry are retrievable (receive 
output) via calls (from utility call) to the WIN32 APIs." 

Regarding claim 12, Buxton teaches: 

-associating each line of command line utility output with a line identifier in the system storage. 
As an example, (col. 3, lines 1-9) "Template storage with a means for indexing, including key 
information associated with the template. ". . .a memory having one or more locations, means for 
indexing one or more locations within the memory. . Also col. 13, lines 35-44, templates are 
stored with an enumerated decimal number: "Each template is stored in an ISTORAGE whose 
name is unique. . .and may have the form TEMPLEnnn, where nnn may be a decimal number.") 

Regarding claim 13, Buxton teaches: 

-setting each line identifier to a value corresponding to a position of that line in the command 
line utility output. 

(Rejection of claim 12 is incorporated and further claim contains limitations as recited in claim 
12. Therefore claim 13 is rejected under the same rational as claim 12.) 

Regarding claim 14, Buxton teaches: 

-setting a default value of the provided identifier to equal the total number of command utility 
output lines stored in the system storage. (Rejection of claim 12 is incorporated and further 
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claim contains limitations as recited in claim 12. 
rational as claim 12.) 
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Therefore claim 14 is rejected under the same 



Regarding claim 15, Buxton teaches: 

A program storage device, readable by a computer, comprising instructions stored on the 
program storage device for causing the computer to: 

-cause an application to invoke a call of a command line utility, the application providing an 
identifier in the call of the command utility; 
-receive output from the command line utility; 

-store the command line utility output in system storage at a location identified by the identifier; 
-cause the application to retrieve the command line utility output from the storage at the location 
identified by the identifier. 

See rejection of limitations in claim 1 above. This is a "program storage device" version of 
claim 1. See Figure 2 regarding Buxton's disclosure of a "program storage device." 

Regarding claim 16, Buxton teaches: 

-instructions to store command line utility output in an operating system registry database. 
As an example (Fig. 2, item 205 and col. 13, lines 14-15), ". . .registry keys are created. . ." and 
(col. 13, lines 10-15) ". . .Template storage DLL ensures all additional registry keys. . .are 
created. . ." Modified components cause the registry keys to be created / edited / modified 
(REGEDIT utility). 
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Regarding claim 17, Buxton teaches: 

-instructions to store command line utility output in an operating system maintained volatile 
memory. 

As an example, (Fig. 1, item 110-volatile storage). 
Regarding claim 18, Buxton teaches: 

-instructions to receive one or more lines of output from the command line utility. 
See rejection of limitation in claim 1 above. 

-instructions to store each of said one or more lines of output in the system storage. 
As an example, (col. 14, lines 26-29) "The remainder of the operating system registry entries are 
generated by code (instructions to store) in the template storage DLL and are stored in both 
registry (store output / modified component data in system storage) and the template.") 

Regarding claim 19, Buxton teaches: 

-instructions to associate a unique identifier with each of the one or more lines of output stored in 
the system storage. 

See rejection of limitations in claim 2 above. 
Regarding claim 20, Buxton teaches: 

-instructions to set a value associated with the received identifier in the system storage equal to 
the number of lines of output stored in the system storage. 
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(Rejection of claim 18 is incorporated and further claim contains limitations as recited in claim 
12. Therefore claim 20 is rejected under the same rational as claim 12.) 

Regarding claim 21, Buxton teaches: 

A computer system, comprising: 

-a processor; 

-a command line utility; 

-an application executable on the processor, the application to call the command line utility, the 
application to provide an identifier in the call; 

-a system storage having a location identified by the identifier, the location identified by the 
identifier to store an output of the command line utility, 

-the application to retrieve the command line utility output from the location identified by the 
identifier. 

As an example, see FIG. 1. Claim 21 contains limitations as recited in claim 1, therefore claim 
21 is rejected under the same rational as claim 1.) 

Regarding claim 23, Buxton teaches: 

-the command line utility comprises a first command line utility, and wherein invoking the call 
by the application comprises invoking a call to pipe output of a second command line utility to 
the first command line utility. . . 

-wherein storing the command line utility output comprises storing the command line utility 
output of the first command line utility. 
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Chaining utilities, piping the output of a second utility as input to a first utility is known in the 
art. Col. 8, lines 6-7 disclose the OLE libraries comprise the set of system level services (system 
utilities). As an example of system utilities (col. 20, lines 17-43) Buxton disclosed reading a 
sub-key from the registry, use the output to determine the real component CLSID, determine 
whether a valid certificate and license exist, pipe the relevant character string to a CLSID, etc. 

Regarding claim 24, Buxton teaches: 

-the command line utility comprises a first command line utility, and wherein invoking the call 
by the application comprises invoking a call to pipe output of a second command line utility to 
the first command line utility. . . 

-wherein storing the command line utility output comprises storing the command line utility 
output of the first command line utility. 

This is a 'program storage device' version of claim 23 above. See rejection of claim limitations 
in claims 15 and 23 above. 

Regarding claim 25, Buxton teaches: 

-the command line utility comprises a first command line utility, the system further comprising a 

second command line utility, the application to invoke a call that causes output of the second 

command line utility to be piped to the first command line utility. . . 

-the location identified by the identifier to store output of the first command line utility. 

This is a 'system' version of claim 23 above. See rejection of claim limitations in claims 21 and 

23 above. 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mary Steelman, whose telephone number is (571) 272-3704. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday through Thursday, from 7:00 AM to 5:30 PM If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Wei 
Zhen can be reached at (571) 272-3708. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned: 571-273-8300. 
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directed to the TC 2100 Group receptionist: 571-272-2100. 
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